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La Charite' avant et depuis 178Q dans les Campagnes de France, 
avec quelques Exemples tires de PEtranger. Par P. Hubert- Valleroux, 
Docteur en Droit. Ouvrage couronne par l'Academie des Sciences 
Morales et Politiques. Paris, Guillaumin et C ie , 1890. — 8vo, vii, 

435 PP- 

This work at first appears to contain material of great value for the 
study of the economic bearings of a religious faith. For the assigned 
reason that the study of pauperism necessitates an examination into the 
burden-bearing power of the community, the author undertakes to sketch 
the industrial condition of rural France at various periods from the 
beginning of the sixteenth century to the present time. He writes from 
the standpoint of a Christian and a Catholic, and at each point of the 
inquiry is careful to point out the influence of the church upon indus- 
trial activity as a whole, as well as upon the relief of the destitute. He 
shows how a lessening sense of moral obligation among the people leads 
to an increase of the burdens of pauperism through an increase of the 
number of abandoned children, of deserted parents and of the lazy and 
incapable of all ages ; adopts as his own the statement that to elevate 
the morals of the poor is to save the poor ; and concludes his study with 
a quotation from M. de Lavergne beginning : " Ou Dieu manque, tout 
manque." But a careful examination of the work is not reassuring as 
to the scientific impartiality of the author's mood. For instance, in 
defending the church of the sixteenth century against the charge of 
indiscriminate and mischievous alms-giving, he interjects several para- 
graphs (pages 21, 22) of recrimination, telling how, at the present 
time, "un homme de progres, fort anti-clerical," distributes doles in a 
manner as blind as that attributed to the old monasteries. The argu- 
menfum ad hominem has no place in a scientific treatise. 

Doubtless there is much to be said in mitigation of the harsh opinions 
commonly entertained regarding the charities of the church of the middle 
ages, but the description of their methods and influence contained in 
this volume is too persistently commendatory to win our confidence. 
The author tells one side of the story, and seems to wish us to infer 
that he has told it all. In the earliest period which he reports upon 
he finds the church almost the only almoner, and untrammelled by state 
interference. He also describes her charities as numerous and effective. 
Later on two changes are found to be in progress : the state interferes 
more and more, and greater and greater evils are manifest in the 
administration of the charities. M. Hubert- Valleroux assumes, but 
does not take the trouble to demonstrate, that the latter change is the 
consequence of the former ; though it must occur to any reader that the. 
causal relation of the phenomena may be partially or wholly the reverse 
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of this. "Trouble springeth not up out of the ground," even for a 
church, and one cannot but wonder if the ecclesiastical authorities did 
not so abuse their early freedom as to necessitate the later intervention 
of the civil authorities. 

The same tendency to ignore a possible explanation of state interfer- 
ence in charitable matters is evident in the discussion of present con- 
ditions in France, to which about two hundred pages is given. The 
French government is very domineering and meddlesome in such mat- 
ters, but the question recurs : Does not the church herein reap what it 
has itself helped to sow ? The liberty to establish charitable institutions 
that is found in the United States and the freedom of endowing them 
that prevails among us, receive the author's commendation; but it is 
yet uncertain whether our liberality in this matter may not beget serious 
evils as time goes on. It takes several hundred years to test prac- 
tically the wisdom of a given statute regarding endowments. The 
fact cited by the author (page 384), that in some communes where 
an old endowment gives a large revenue, nearly every inhabitant is 
registered as indigent, indicates cogent reasons for caution in such 
matters. 

But though we may not be willing to follow M. Hubert- Valleroux in 
all his conclusions, his work contains much that is useful and suggestive. 
We are accustomed to think of the problem of pauperism as mainly 
relating to urban life ; but the defective organization of relief in the 
rural districts is partly responsible for the drift of the indigent to the 
towns. The newspapers frequently give long catalogues of successful 
business men who are country born, and it is not without interest to 
compare with such statements the further fact that only twenty-five per 
cent of those relieved by the public authorities of Paris are natives of 
the city. If the country districts do not make proper provision for the 
insane, the feeble-minded, the sick, the infirm and the dependent chil- 
dren that belong to them, the unfortunate, in these days of free move- 
ment and easy transportation, usually find some way of adding themselves 
to the dependent population of the towns. The failure of the country 
districts to make adequate provision for their poor comes partly from 
" rural hard-heartedness," partly from lack of burden-bearing power in 
the community and partly from the defective organization of the reliev- 
ing agencies. 

The author thinks that in France private charity only fails to meet all 
the needs of the destitute because it is gratuitously hampered by govern- 
ment interference. " All sorts of restraints are put upon charitable insti- 
tutions, but the sale of liquor is free" (page 394). He states that there 
are now fewer hospitals in France than in the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries, and attributes the falling off to the discouraging influence of 
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perpetual interference on the part of the administrative officers. He 
does not find that public charities satisfactorily take the place of the 
private and ecclesiastical charities that have been driven from the field. 
The fundamental defect of public relief is that " it tries to introduce 
uniformity in a matter that is diversity itself." He considers the state 
practically impotent to do what is most needed in relieving the poor, 
since its agents must be devoid of the warm personal sympathy which 
alone fits one for such work. " Money has not all the power attributed 
to it ; it is sometimes powerful enough to induce men to march to 
death, but it has not and can never have the influence necessary to 
induce them to seek a career of self-devotion at once obscure and 
lifelong." 

While this may be true, it is also true that the development of the 
spirit of self-sacrifice in civil officers is not impossible or unknown ; and 
public charities at their best, as in the Elberfeld system of out-door 
relief, are infinitely better than some forms of untrammelled ecclesiastical 
and private charities with which M. Hubert- Valleroux must have become 
acquainted in the course of his investigations. 

A. G. Warner. 



The Colonies, 1492-1750. By Reuben Gold Thwaites. New 
York and London, Longmans, Green & Co., 1891. — i2tno, 301 pp. 

This is the first volume of a new series entitled Epochs of American 
History, which is issued under the editorship of Professor Hart, of 
Harvard University. The scope of this work, — and it is presumed of the 
volumes which will follow it, — is essentially the same as that of the useful 
series upon the epochs of European history which appeared some years 
ago. The writer has given a brief outline of the history of the English 
colonies in America, with such references to French, Dutch and Swedish 
colonization as were necessary to an understanding of the subject. 
Introductory chapters treat of the physical characteristics of the eastern 
part of this country, of the Indians, and of the explorations which pre- 
ceded English settlement. The colonies are treated in groups, New 
England, middle and southern, and the account of each group closes 
with a chapter on the social and economic conditions prevailing within 
it at the end of the seventeenth century. The island colonies also 
receive a share of attention. The book closes with a sketch of cer- 
tain phases of development common to many or all of the continental 
colonies during the eighteenth century, such as boundary disputes, 
attacks on the charters, plans for colonial union and quarrels with 
royal governors. Four historical maps add to the value of the book. 
It is also supplied with ample bibliographies. 



